Cross-femoral venous by-pass (Palma's procedure) to relieve venous hypertension due to retroperitoneal leiomyosarcoma: a case report.
Retroperitoneal leiomyosarcoma arising in, or involving, the inferior vena cava or the iliac vein are infrequent tumours. They are usually treated by "en-block" surgery. Venous reconstruction is usually not needed, since collateral circulation can adequately offset the main vessel flow. However, in rare cases, collateral circulation may be insufficient. The authors report a case of leiomyosarcoma infiltrating the left iliac vein. One week after radical resection surgery, the patient developed left leg compartmental syndrome due to venous hypertension. The patient was successfully treated by thrombectomy of the left femoral vein and cross-femoral venous bypass (Palma's Procedure) by means of an 8 mm diameter polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) prosthesis. To improve the flow inside the graft, an arterio-venous fistula (AVF) was performed. The choice of a prosthetic conduit, its diameter, and the AVF are discussed.